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Don Ferdinand, the way of living of these brutish races,
persuading him that they deserved to be sold as slaves,
rather than to be allowed to live at liberty, alleging the
following reasons: that the Indians of the mainland were
idolaters, pathics, liars, dirty, ugly, void of judgment or
perception, lovers of novelty, fierce, inhuman, and cruel.
They use poisoned darts, so that when a man is wounded
by them he soon goes mad and dies. They go naked and
are devoid of shame. They wear no beard, and if a few
hairs appear, with certain little pincers they pull them out.
They eat human flesh, and also the flesh of some extremely
dirty animals (spurdssimi animali}, such as spiders, lice, and
horrid worms. All their delight is in drunkenness; and in
matrimony they observe no faith or loyalty, so that it is
impossible to make them alter their habits. They are devoid
of pity towards their infirm, and let them be ever so closely
related they abandon them, and so to get rid of the sight of
their sick, they carry them to the woods or the mountains
to die, like wild animals. Finally, to include all in one
sentence that might be said in many words, they affirmed
that no nation more wicked or wretched can be found under
heaven.
The king having heard this violent abuse, summoned his
council, and after all these inhuman cruelties were repre-
sented to them, he desired them to say freely what, in
their opinion, ought to be done with so much bestiality as
was related by the monks. Therefore, without further con-
sideration, it was decided that the Indians from the main
land should be given as slaves, unless they would leave off
such serious crimes, would become Christians, and would
learn from the Spaniards to live orderly like men. The
king then confirmed their decisions, and drew up a commis-
sion, which he conferred on Diego di Niquesa and Alfonso
di Hoieda,1 who went over to those provinces with the title
1 These aro the leaders, Nicuesa and Ojeda of history, both of whom